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Title
The Introduction of Tools for Assessing Individuals with Mental Disabilities: Current Problems in Clinical
Socialwork.

Abstract

Recently, socialwork practice in Japan has encountered the introduction of assessment tools for the establishment of
care-guidelines for individuals with disabilities. The purpose of the present research is to clarify the process of
socialwork that uses assessment tools, which is considered to be the result of the individual's self-determination and
informed consent. In addition, the present research identifies the current problems in areas of clinical socialwork that
utilize such assessment tools. Analysis of interviews conducted on clinical psychologists and psychiatric social
workers revealed the following. 1) The areas of socialwork that use assessment tools are grounded in the relationship
that exists between users and professionals in the counseling setting. 2) Assessment tools are used in the
asymmetrical relationship that exists between users and professionals. 3) The skills and methods of professionals can
be used to arbitrarily manipulate the consensus building process regarding the use of assessment tools. The results of
the present research demonstrate the importance of establishing a symmetrical negotiation system for users and
professionals.
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